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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Well, it is no secret that our 43rd annual Maple Leaf Festival is just a couple of weeks away and the chamber staff 

is consumed with last minute details and planning of the festivals events, but the Carthage Chamber of  

Commerce is continuing to push forward on other projects that may be overlooked because of the focus on the 

Maple Leaf Festival.  For example, September is the month of the Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament.  The 

event was held on Friday, the 25th of September at the Carthage Golf Course.  We had sponsors for 17 of the  

18 holes and had the maximum of 25 teams signed up to play.  Unfortunately, one team had to cancel at the last 

minute due to an injury of one of the players.  We had a day which started out as sunny and 52 degrees and 

ended, sunny and 74 degrees, no rain!  We had lunch catered by Boomerõs, prizes awarded for 3 places in 3 

flights, and several door prizes given away through drawings.  I think everyone had a great day of golf even though 

many complained of their scores, (but thatõs what we golfers do).  Thank you, again, to all our sponsors, Carthage 

Water & Electric, Leggett & Platt, Southwest Missouri Bank, Arvest Bank, Heritage State Bank, Schmidt & Associ-

ates, D & D Sexton Trucking, Jerry Poston State Farm Insurance, nationaltoolwarehouse.com, Wells Fargo  

Advisors Ron Ross, Beimdiek Insurance, Dynamic Signs, Allgeier Martin & Associates, C & M Electric, Checkett  

& Pauly, PC, Schreiber Foods, and Mense, Churchwell and Mense, those companies that sent teams to play, 

Boomers Bar-B-Q, and Mark Peterson and his staff at the Carthage Golf Course.  You all made it the most  

successful golf tournament we have had since I have been here in Carthage. 

 

Second, your Carthage Board of Directors had our annual retreat, this year held at the Beimdiek Insurance office 

in Carthage.  This is when the Board comes together and has a full afternoon, not just the regular time of a board 
meeting, to discuss in depth what the Chamber did this last year, what worked and what didnõt, what changes we 

need to look at for this coming year, what is the state of the local economy in Carthage and how that effects our 

members and the community as a whole, and to give the new board members an in depth study of the Chamber 

and what their roles, duties and responsibilities are as Board of Director members of the Carthage Chamber of 

Commerce.  We looked back from our retreat last year and assessed how we had followed through with our 

plans and goals and then set a course for this coming year.  Even with the uncertainty of the national picture, we 

think Carthage has a very good outlook for 2010.  Our Chamber memberships continue to increase, sales tax 

figures for the City have slowed, but still show positive growth this calendar year through July, companies are 

talking about possible expansions and new hiring, and a positive, rather than a negative, attitude seems to be 

prevalent throughout most of Carthage.  These are unique results of the òrecessionó, because many chambers 

have seen significant loss of membership resulting in a cutting back on services.  On several occasions when the 

media have come and asked me òhow is Carthage managing the recessionó, I have told them, òWe just refused to 

participate!ó.  We all realize that these last several months have been difficult and difficult months are probably 

ahead, but Carthage is resilient and has and will weather these difficulties better than most other communities, so 

donõt give up the faith. 

 

In closing, we are coming to the part of the year when we elect 4 persons to serve as Board members for the 

next 3 years.  If you would like to serve on the Board of Directors or know someone you believe would be a 

good representative for the Board, give us their names and we will contact them and see if they would like the 

opportunity to serve the Chamber in such a capacity. 



 

Welcome New Members!  
Board of Directors  
Lora Phelps 
      Chairman 
JoAnn Evans 
       Vice-Chairman 
Pat Goff 
         Treasurer 

Jim Hess 
        Past Chairman 
Amy Campbell 
Chris Brown 
Dr. Mark Baker 
John Lenahan 
Kip Smith 
Pam Barlet 
Shane Moore 
George Earl 
 
Ex-Officio Members  
Tom Short, City Admin. 
Bob Williams, CWEP 
 

Liaison Members  
T.J. Teed, City Council 
Jim Honey, Jasper Co. 

     Commission 

Brian Bisbee, Carthage 

     Ministerial Alliance 
 

Chamber Staff  
John Bode 
    President 

Linda Redshaw  
    Chamber Membership Dir. 

 
 
 
 
Mission Statement  
To improve the overall 
business climate for our 
members and community 
through sponsorship of 
programs which promote 
civic and economic de-
velopment, stimulate 
growth, and support rele-
vant political action. 
 
Spotlight on Carthage is pub-
lished monthly by the Carthage 
Chamber of Commerce as an 
information source for our 
members. Your comments and 
contributions are welcome.  
 
Send newsletter correspondence to: 
Carthage Chamber of Commerce  

402 South Garrison Avenue 
Carthage, Missouri  64836 

 

Phone: 358-2373     Fax: 358-7479 
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DAV & American Legion  

Dale  Murphey 

407 S. Garrison Ave. 

Carthage, MO 64836 

417-359-6161 

Watch for New Member 

Welcome events for these 

valued additions to  

our Carthage Chamber  

membership and come help 

us welcome them. 

Russell Cellular  

Brooke Ottesen 

2448 S. Grand 

Carthage, MO 64836 

417-358-5502 
Russell Cellularõs staff is ready to serve you with a full line of cellular 

products and services. 

Wildcat Glades Conservation & 

Audubon Center  

Robin McAlester 

201 W. Riviera Dr, Suite A 

Joplin, MO 64804 

417-782-6287 
Take the whole family and visit this incredible  

facility that is located so close!  

Encore Publishing  

DeDe Harmell 

2916 E. 20th St. 

Joplin, MO 64804 

417-623-8936 
Encore Publishing offers a full line of printed  

products and is currently compiling your new  

Carthage Chamber of Commerce directory. 

Jenkins Creek Resort  

Greg Fauvergue 

1222 County Loop 95 

Carthage, MO 64836 

417-548-3181 
This new facility offers a full range of activities from 

fishing & camping to a restaurant to provide an 

elegant dining choice or great place for parties, 

wedding receptions, etc. 

Consolidated Printing  

Caroline Nachtrab 

PO Box 1217 

Salina, KS  67401-1217 

417-861-0182 
Consolidated Printing offers a full line of printed 

materials from single page projects to catalogs & 

directories. Contact Caroline for product info. Contractors' Equipment Co., Inc.  

Mark Shallenburger 

5898 N. Main St., Suite 110 

Joplin, MO 64801 

417-623-4818 
Contractorõs Equipment has portable toilets, contrac-

torsõ equipment, and industrial equipment for rent. 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS  
Thurs, Oct. 22  Cornerstone Dental Group  

5:30 -6:30 p.m.  1604 Missouri Avenue  

    Carthage, MO 64836  
 

Come join us for a great time, refreshments, and 

a terrific networking opportunity. An RSVP to 358

-2373 by Oct. 20th would be appreciated.  



Kaycotec is one of our newest businesses  
downtown. They are ready and able to provide 
you a full line of computer products, service, and 
networking. Owner Cory Hyland is experienced 
and ready to serve all your computer needs from 
their convenient downtown square location. 

Dr. Goetzinger and his staff are proud to welcome 
both current and new patients to their beautiful new 
facilities. With state of the art equipment, they are 
ready to take care of any vision need you may have. 
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to include a separate-access lounge for evenings  
of sports and fun! Stop in and visit their new lounge 
as well as the restaurant with its new menu of  
exciting and delicious items to go along with their 
southern home style cooking.  

Verizon has opened their new store in Carthage and 
their staff has a full line of the latest products and  
services to offer local individual and corporate cus- 
tomers. With the latest technology, they can provide 
for all your cellular phone and internet services.  

Shop Carthage first!  


